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FCH..l.rth Chapter" ,;;vhich tellcth hovv the glory of
calIH~ to an el"ld ho"\.v ·three sorcerers
and "vhat thev did.A-.'

Rut at last Quetzalcoatl and all ·the Tolteca became
continually neglectful. .And there arrived, there
can'le as an evil omen, three delTIOnS9 'Uitzilopochtli5
'Titlacauan, Tlacauepa:rl.::; 'The prognosticated

'Tula v'Vould be destroyed.
"This Titlacauan began ,-vhat 'vvas prognosticated.

It is said that he turned l~inl.se1f into a little old Tnan.
He represented, he appeared in tl1teforn1. of one vvho
","",lasmuch bent9 •••.vhose hair ,-vas very vvhite, 'VVho vvas
small and very V'l,Thite-headed.a T'hereupo11 vvent

of Q-u.etzalcoatl.
l:lchad gone there, thereupon said to [

. ]"~ .. hId' Q 11 "retcun.ers : .l 'vvisl.• to see t..e or 'uetza coat.
T'hen said tobirTl: "Go 11enee, little old

Tnan. ~rhe lord is sick. "Thou vvilt vex h.ini."
Then the little old D'1an said: "'J'Jay" but I ",vill see

hin:!.; but I '\)v111corne to hin"."
said to hin>.; ""It is '\vell. vVait Let us tell

hhn."
P,,-nd thereupon. thev informecl QuetzalcoatL Thev

said to hirn: ~'My prince, seHne little old lnan hath
conJ.e to see thee. He is like a snare for thee, a

forthee.·~ 'V\Fben vve turn h.in'"l a'\,vav he vv-isheth
.<

.Innc. vvay to go. f-le sa1th: 'But I V'I,!'ill seethe lord: "
said : hi11:1. corne; let hin>.

enter .here. 1---:'0.1I have 2vvaitcd hin'1 for some
tin.lee."

Then they brought hin'"l in to Quetzal::oa;L~ ~
old H"lan tbereul:>on. turn." 1:-1.<:

n'l)l lord, hOV,I clost thou feel as to
y? Here is a potion '"vhich I .have brought forthee. Drink it."

.!\.nd then Quetzalcoatl said: "Corne here, C) old
one. Thou art fatigued; thou art tired. For some tin'"le
I have a.-vvaitcd .t "
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And then the little old man said to hitn: «My
grand.son, hoV\T indeed clost thou feel as to thy body?"

Then Quetzakc"mtl said to J"lim: HMuch do I ail
everY'Virhere. Novvhere are my hands" ilLY fecr'\Vel1.
All tired is n::1Y body, as if undone."

r\.nd then the little old man said to him: "Here is
the potion. It is very good, mellow, and it intoxicate:th
one. If thou shalt drink of it, it vvill intoxicate thee.,
and it: w"ill refresh thy body; an.d thou vvilt "veep;
thou 'J'vilt be eompassioT1ate. l~houvvilt think of thy
death. And also thou wilt indeed think upon ,>vhere
thou wilt go."

Then Quetzalcoatl said: "'VVhere shall I go, old
man pH

Then the little old U"lansaid to hiIn: "'Thou '>Vilt just
go there to 'T'oHan-Tlapal1an. A U:l.anguards there,
a man aheady aged. Ye vvill consult with one an
other. And "vhen thouvvilt return here, thou vv'ilt
once again have been u'lade a child."

On this, Quetzalcoatl '\Vas stirred. And the little
old rnan once again said to him: HBe of good cheer.
Drink the potion. nH

'Then Quetzalcoatl said: "Old nJ.an, I '\Vill not
drink it."

'Then the little old rnan said to hirn: "Just drink of
it. 'Thou V'l.rilt be in need. Just in truth place it: before
thee as thy ponion, thy :need.7 Taste just a little of• »It:.

And Quetzalcoatl then tasted a little~ and afteT
"vardsdrank deeply of it.

Then said Quetzalcoatl: ""Vhat is this? It is very
good. It hath abated the sickness. \Vhere '\-vent the
pain? No longer am I sick."

Then the little old n:1.an said tohirn: «Drink of it
once again; the pc.tion is good. "Vith it thy body 'l.vi11
gain strength."

And then once again he drank one vessel of it.
'T'hen he becanJ.e drunk. Thereupon he "\-vept;he '\-vas
very sad. Thus, then, '\vas Quetzalcoatl affected; his
heart vvas then inflarned. No longer did he forget it.
I·-Ie only contin.ued to reflect on that '\-vhich he "vas
reflectil-{g. The devil had indeed tricked him.

j\.nd the potion 'l.vhich [the little old man] had
given him, it is told, '\Vas ",,·hite pulgue. And it is
said that it vvas made of the sap of the ydlov\-'-lea'ved
maguey.8

6. See Pl. 11.
7. In Seier, Einige Kapi;tel, p. 273, and in Garibay, Lla~'e del

na-hila/I, I)~ 143.$ t-£rnotol£n/z an.d "rnotoliniz are tran.scribe·d as- t£nzotol/lf,iz

of l('()t'f}(~t-l are described In I)ibble and

arId J;1 ot()lilti_::;'~ TL1'::':
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C C~'1.1.'"l.1."l'laJ.'l d.e d;
seller o·f JL~reer:l. eh.ilis" th.e

rT1.1..1.st: afJtpear .."

seen. J.l1.ll3." tllel"1. s}l.e '-VCr:l.t irrto
she sickened. Sh.e became

s~olle.n, she e tumid. It '>.vasas if tJ"le ~Huaxt:ec's
virile 1"l"lCrriberl:orr:nented rl.er_

Ar!.d lcarn.ed ciaugllter "\N85
alread y sick. :E-cIe said to tb.e ·".J'\To.r::neT'l vV'11.0 ed
:b.er: ~<'JVl'lat: bal::h. she do.n.e? "'"Vllat is she doing?
.F-Io"?Vbegarl. tl:'l.at: ">:vhieh . .t'Y1.ade J:'Y1.YdaughterLLir=id?"

Tl:leCl. t11e "I;lVOmC.1"'l "I;)",7h.o g•..:xarded l'l.er said t:obixTJt:
'''It is h.e, tile :f-I'l:J.a:::~tec" the seller o£ gre.:en. ehilis_ :I-l:e
set:teth her on . .fire:; he tormerlt:eth Thus :it l>eg-an;
1:1:.I.1.:1s she v t:ool-::. sick.~'

A~n.d th_c r1.l1er" 'LJe1LJ.ac,
he said; <"C'>~1. let the
Huaxt:ee.~ lye sougl-:lt: 01...1t:; be

Fi:ftlJ<. "'vvhicll tellet:h of a.not:her portent
,,:vhich ·t:h.e sorcerer ~.r'itlaC:2n..:!.a:r"l. IJ.rcn..•.glllt abCH..:!i:.

.L£<"dncl here is st:i1] another th.inF "'7\7hicl"l '"I"i·tlacauan
bnTi..lght about: order to bode <'.'iu. J:-:;1'e appeared in
the £orrn of, .he .represent:ed a 'I-Iuaxtec.l l-:l.e just

aJ:>ol.J. t 'vv'ith [virile mell::l.ber] hangin.g;· he
'VVe.ntto sit: in th.e :r:n.arl..;:,et: place

ace erttra1:'l.ce.
the daughter of "LJen"1.ac ~v\',~asvery fair.'"' Tl"1.ere

'irvere J.JCl.any J:'olteca lordsV".71:J..ocovet:edher" "vho asked
for l'ler" 'VV~h.o "\70'Ldd marry her. Eu t to .none 'VV'o •..:dd
Ue:.t"1.J.acgive his consent:; l~..tegave h.er to l'lO.n.e.B-u.t this o£l.Jex:nac looked out into tIle

place. sa"v the JE-:I-u.axtec >.vit:b .. [virile
c'l hangi.rlg.

.Ax'ld ~v'\,"he.n she l"l.ad

d:7-::;;~Or:.
o a.l""1..cl
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Chapter .•.in vvhich are told the marks
Quetzalcoatl left in Dlace upon the st.one Witll.L A

his hands vvhen he rested hirnself there~ "Vvhen
sat ·chere.

all

there to

casting of
of -vvood, sculp

art of feather
l:lirn; they stole allr .." ~a\,vay rrorn l"1.un.

,And as he supported hirnsel£ on the rock by hIS
hands,. tbey sank deeply; as in the palrns
of his bands penetrate. Like'\Nise his buttocks, as they
-vvere on the rock, like-vvise sank, subrnerged deeply.
They are clearly visible" so deeply are they pierced
[in the rock]. I-Ience the placevvas named Ternac
t--',aJ,c.o~
~ he 'vvent off. \iVhe.r1. he carne to react!. a

narned 'relJanoayan, there -..;vas ..•..vater. ~\later
vvas comiJ"lg forth; it ,-".ras very '\-vide, broad. [Que--

I 1 J 1 .d ~ -3" • T' ~tza coaL, al -' stones; he n1.aue a brldge. _nen ne
crossed over it, and then he na.l-rted it Tepanoay3J.'1. ~

A.nd once again he set Then he ~yvent to
else"\'l.There, a J.D.' lace narn.ed 'CoaaDan. -vvhen,.

vvas de.rnons th.ere "'\.vould turn hin"l back;
V 'vvould ser"id back; thev \,vould stop. him .." ~,; ~

They said to : "yVhere clost thou go? \Vhere
art thou bound? \Vhy already goest tl"lOli leaving the

'1.....0 "V\,T.holn dost thou go leavi.ng it? v"-.7hc"j "\'\,Till
penances ?"

Quetzalcoatl said to the den"lons: "In no vvay
'vvill be possible [to stop n1.e], I only go [on],"

The!"l the dernons said to QuetzalcoatI: "V,\"o""hither
goest thou ?'"

Then Quetzalcoatl said to them: "I
~rlapallan; I go to learn [ fate] "

then thev said to hin:1.: "'ii/hat "v\7ilt thou do?"
."

Then Quetzalcoatl said: HI an1. called; the sun
calleth ro.e:'

Tl 1 •d ~ . «I ." .,., ,1 .~"'.,."len t.l1.ey sal.1 to turn.: t 1.$ 'vvel . (.]0,
1:1,= ~"lf ,,,.-,·)f't"'· ...., -1" .,".. 1. .•... '"-' ..•.. l. ~.,L ._'Lnul"1.S Tlj:J.

'T"hen all tI'le arts.
the craft lapid. the
ruring in stone, art of
vv"orkingthey stripped all
fron"l hin!,'" tI':Ley took it all

1 'T"", .,' •... ' "0 ,~ ••.•• '1' .' " .• £. ". " <" ' •• U·.,., ·1
,~ _.~..- '--J)dllOd}Z1T1, LL, '--~:=-il.)d)_, .LJ(..,t·e- .....:<..-i- n<.~-~.i":_""!;!"" I)'~
J08 .. rorqcH::.~lTlada,. Sc:g:tilZt.la pa_FfL' .. p, :>U~ sLltcs th2t 1-C!TlaCnalco ' •....as
t"\-voleagues trot".'ci J\.·lexico City ~

2.



Huemac offers Quetzalcoatl a potion to drink. Quetzalcoatl said, "}will not drink it." Huemac says, "Taste just a little
bit," "Drink of it once again ...the potion is good and your body will gain strength. Quetzalcoatl drank one vessel of it.
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After having drank the potion, he became drunk. There upon he wept; he was very sad. Huemac had indeed tricked
him.

Afterwards Quetzalcoatl bathes himself at midnight.


